
Castor Valley Elementary School Council Meeting 

2022-2023  

#6 Thursday, April 20th @ 6:30pm         

   

 MINUTES  

Attendance: 35 

#  Voting Members 20 Sept  Oct  Nov  Jan Feb Apr May 

1.  Brandi Zebrak Co-Chair ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

2.  Meagan Keaney Co-Chair ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

3.  Erin Lowe Co-Secretary ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

4.  Kimberly Stone Co-Secretary ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

5.  Melanie Streng Co-Treasurer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  

6.  Kathryn King Co-Treasurer ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  

7.  Kirsten Appleyard ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

8.  Hayley Buchanan ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓  

9.  Juliette Klein ✓    ✓   

10.  Jancey Harper ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

11.  Anu Joseph ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  

12.  Elli Kapsalis ✓ ✓   ✓   

13.  Lizzy Low ✓  ✓  ✓   

14.  Jenni Bell ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   

15.  Sophia Zahariadakis ✓  ✓  ✓   

16.  Trish Bezaire ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓   

17.  Jodi Forest     ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓   

18. Nat Elliot      ✓   ✓ ✓   

19. Carolina Suarez      ✓  ✓  ✓   

20. Chelci Smith      ✓  ✓ ✓    



21. Steven Winters  ✓      

22.         

 Quorum = (50%+1) = 11        

 

 

#  Non-Voting Members 8   Sep  Oct Nov  Jan  Feb Apr May 

1   Maryam Sugrue-Foubert       ✓   ✓  ✓  

2   Julia Powell        

3  Alicia Caswell       ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  

4  Amy Marques       ✓ ✓    ✓  

5  Melissa Ekdom-Delorme       ✓       

6  Jennifer Quarrington        

7 Karyn Jacobsen-Hughes     ✓  ✓ ✓    

8 Katie Cote        

9 Karen Percy      ✓ ✓      

10 Sarah Slater      ✓ ✓      

11 Julie McIntosh Custic      ✓       

12 Vero Ielo  ✓      

 

 

#  Non Registered Attendees  Sep   Oct Nov  Jan  Feb Apr May 

1   Amy MacInnis    ✓       

2  Samantha Millar    ✓       

3  Deanna Ellerton  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓  

4 Steven Winters  ✓      

5 Jamie Ibrahim   ✓     

6 Demeena Kaur Seyan   ✓     



7 Julia Demidenko   ✓     
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#  Staff   Sep Oct  Nov Jan  Feb Apr May 

1  Tracy Snarr  Principal  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  

2  Angie Bickmore Teacher ✓   ✓    

3 Jo-Ann LaCharity Teacher  ✓      

4 Tatum Uchman    ✓     

5 Chris Mott       ✓  

6          

7          

8          

 

1. Welcome and Attendance/Quorum [Brandi Zebrak]  

• Agenda and other meeting docs can be found at www.castorvalley.ca under the CVESC info tab, 
Council Meetings and Minutes section  

• Brandi called the meeting to order at 6:35pm 

• Quorum was not achieved with only 9 voting members present. 
 

2. Call for New Business [Brandi Zebrak] 

• Greely Lions Club 
 

3. Approval of February Agenda [Brandi Zebrak] 

 
https://castorvalleyes.ocdsb.ca/school_council_/agendas__meetings___minutes 
Motion to Approve: Anu Joseph 
Second: Hayley Buchanan MOTION PASSED 
 

4. Approval of February Minutes [Brandi Zebrak] 
 
https://castorvalleyes.ocdsb.ca/school_council_/agendas__meetings___minutes 
Motion to Approve: Brandi Zebrak 
Second: Kathryn  King  MOTION PASSED 
 

https://castorvalleyes.ocdsb.ca/school_council_/agendas__meetings___minutes
https://castorvalleyes.ocdsb.ca/school_council_/agendas__meetings___minutes


5. Principal, Teaching and Support Staff Report [Tracy Snarr] 

• This week the school followed secure school protocol twice for medical emergencies 
o 2 incidents were unrelated 

▪ Accident 
▪ Anaphalaxis 

o Following the incidents school staff are reaching out to families of other students involved 
and/or witnessing the events 

o Reminder will be sent to all community members re the nut-free policy 

• Tracy reviewed the secure school protocol and what it entails 
o First aid reps on-site 
o All staff trained in use of epi-pens 
o First aid called to the scene, call 911, parents called immediately after 911 is called 

▪ Secure school teachers in classroom teaching, different from lockdown 

• School climate surveys 
o Will receive feedback from 4-8 students, parents and teachers all at the same time 
o Help to see patterns (strengths and positives and areas of need at the school) 

• Spring Kindergarten open house 
o Tuesday, May 23rd 

• Grade 3 and 6 EQOA’s happening 

• Grade 8 graduation 
o OTHS had to move grad date 
o Religious holiday on June 29th for another Eid celebration (could be on 28th) 
o Starred day for special events  
o All grad ceremonies in all schools need to be on Monday or Tuesday 
o June 27th day is holding, but time may change by half an hour 

• April is Autism Awareness month 
o Virtual event re celebrating and seeing the autistic mind 
o Presentation is available for anyone interested 

• Audit by KPMG 
o Random audit on SGF – both Council and school’s banking 
o Looks good, no concerns 
o Report still to be received  

• School will be fitted up with a safe arrival system 
o Buzz in 
o Locked during instructional time 
o Unlocked during high traffic 
o Parents will buzz – office staff has screen and will buzz in visitors 
o Started in 2012 in Ontario – Ministry of Education funded and determined that this is where 

we need to go 
▪ Castor Valley is one of last schools in OCDSB to be fitted up due to the perceived risk 

at our school 
 

6. Staff Rep Report [Tracy Snarr] 

• Grade 8 
o Graduation 
o $1,300 raised in Red Cross box – thanks for generosity 

• 26 Grade 8 students going to universities and trades the first week of May 

• Grade 6 pizza boxes 

• Intramurals for intermediates 

• Handball for Juniors 

• Track and field is next big thing 
o Everyone gets to participate – pick 3 sports 



• Still looking for Career Day volunteers 

• Chess club started (Tuesdays) – Grade 4 to 6 

• Grade 2’s did scavenger hunt 

 

7. Treasurer Report [Melanie Streng / Kathryn King] 

• Conservative budget this year in terms of what we hoped to raise 

• Held an online vote for additional $5K going back to teachers’ requests – was approved 

• Discussion around allocating more funds to teacher resource cheques next year 

• Discussion around bringing in Ontario Planetarium 
o Each class would have an opportunity to come in to experience event 
o Different presentations available for different levels 
o Will need to book for 3 to 4 days to reach all students 

• Discussion around the need and cost for bussing for school trips 
o Tracy will provide estimate for busses 

• Online vote to be conducted for spending remaining funds 

 

8. Chair Report [Brandi Zebrak] 

• Milk program 
o A couple of students had spoiled milk 
o Haven’t been able to identify a theme / cause 

• Discussion around recruiting for next year 
o Need to hold AGM 
o AGM dissolves this year’s council 
o Chair holds position while setting up for next year 
o Some discussion around barriers to participation 

▪ Childcare for kids was identified as a common barrier 

• Looking at potential solutions for May meeting 

• More general discussion around making meetings more accessible to increase participation 
 

9. Co-Chair Report [Meagan Keaney] 

• Plantables is now taking place 
o 4 orders, $24 profit thus far 

• Fun Day 
o Chelsi was organizing, but haven’t been able to reach 
o Executive will look at further follow-up / how to pull this off 

 

10. New Business [Meagan Keaney] 

• Greely Lions Club 
o Keen to reconnect 
o How they can be supportive of us 
o Will come to the next meeting 

 

11. Adjournment [Brandi Zebrak] 

 

Meeting Adjourned: 7:35pm 

Next Council Meeting May 17th @ 6:30pm [in person] 


